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PROCEEDINGS OF INTERACTIVE WORKSHOP ON

"JUTE INDUSTRY - PROSPECTS AND CHALLENGES"

HELD ON 27" APRIL, 2005 AT HOTEL ITC SONAR BANGLA


INAUGURAL SESSION

At the outset, Mr. Sabyasachi Sen, I.A.S., Secretary, Commerce & Industries Department, Govt. of West Bengal welcomed all delegates and highlighted the need of this Workshop and to discuss various issues and ailments prevalent in the Jute Industry and also urged the speakers to  restrict themselves by focusing on the real problem due to shortage of time.

Mr. S. K. Majumdar, I.A.S., Jute Commissioner, Govt. of India in his keynote Address discussed the importance of natural fibre in the world and emphasized the need of use of jute as one of the major players in the coming years.  He further pointed out that the industry must start the process of blending with other fibres to utilize the strength of other fibre and improve the jute blended products for diversified products.

Mr. A. K. Bal, I.A.S., Secretary, Jute Manufactures Development Council (JMDC), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India in his presentation "Jute - Sacks to sophistication" enlighted the delegates about the actual scenario of jute industry with respect to production, manpower in need and various products developed in the jute industry over the decade.  He also further stressed on the marketing aspects of jute products through JMDC. 

Mr. R. Poornalingam, Secretary, Union Ministry of Textiles enlighted the delegates regarding the recently formulated Jute Policy and also mentioned few salient features of Jute Policy like formation of Jute Board to synthesize the various layers of Government's decision in making a federal set up.  He further stressed upon the need of Jute Technology Mission to strengthen all the jute related bodies and other stakeholders.

Shri Budhadev Bhattacharyya, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Govt. of West Bengal in his Presidential Address stressed upon following points and urged the Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India to take urgent steps.

1) Growing of jute seeds of better quality in West Bengal, He urged various research institutes and technologists to take steps on this issue.

2) Mandatory Packaging Order for sugar and food grains should be 100% .  No dilution will be allowed and accepted.

3) Jute Industry even after getting Mandatory Packaging Order from Govt. should persist with modernization and diversification.  He urged the doyens of the industry to move faster for modernization and diversification otherwise it will be too late for the industry to keep pace with others.

TECHNICAL SESSION

Mr. Jagadish Sarada in his speech highlighted the problems of industry with respect to raw material, power and labour.  He urged the Government to treat this industry unlike others to strength the natural fibre like jute and Mesta so that both the growers (farmers) and industry benefited.

Mr. Sanjay Kajaria in his deliberations mentioned that the Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India and Govt. of West Bengal should provide all necessary helps to modernize the industry through various schemes, to build up collaborative research institutions and strengthen the HRD.

Mr. H. Sen, Director, CRIJAF, taking cue from the Hon'ble Chief Minister explained the various actions taken by CRIJAF for better quality of jute and explained the fabricated ribboning machine by CRIJAF and enhance the process of retting.  He also agreed to carry out further work for seed development in West Bengal.  He further explained the need of diversification for improved quality of jute fibres.

INTERACTIVE SESSION

Mr. Sanjay Bajoria in his remark during interactive session suggested to stop inflow of jute manufacture in other parts by shifting from West Bengal because of workers militancy and also due to wrong intention of few mill owners.

In his interactive Session, Shri Gobinda Guha of CITU highlighted the lack of substance in Jute Policy regarding workers problems and participation.  He welcomed the ideas of modernization and R & D works but he insisted on workers' participation in these aspects.  He further urged the Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India that the function of Jute Commissioner should be of a regulator rather than a facilitator.

Another Leader of INTUC urged the Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India to monitor the workers welfare and their pending financial matter and other issues.

In his concluding remarks, Md. Amin.  The Hon'ble Minister-in-Charge, Labour Department, Govt. of West Bengal expressed his satisfaction about the deliberation in the Workshop where all stakeholders expressed in open minds.  Hon’ble Minister also corroborated with the views of Hon'ble Chief Minister and urged the industry to modernize and diversify.  He also urged the Ministry of Textiles to provide assistance and if possible arrangement of loans to industry to overcome industry on various financial issue.  But he cautioned the industry regarding their non-compliance with Govt. Rules Agreements with Labours.
